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Betty Hauck feels very fortunate to have had a rich and rewarding career as a 
professional concertizing viola player.  Some of  her favorite moments from her broad 
and varied musical life include performing at the White House for the Kennedys, 
playing in a string quartet with Yo-Yo Ma, playing a solo concerto with the Boston 
Pops, playing for a convocation with the Dalai Lama at Brandeis, playing with Mary 
Martin and Robert Preston in a Broadway musical, coaching the viola section of  the 
Royal Jordanian Army Orchestra in Amman, and performing for the children of  the 
employees of  the Mustang Ranch, the largest brothel in Nevada, as well as performing 
in Carnegie Hall, Lincoln Center, Tanglewood, Aspen and many other concert halls 
throughout the US, the Middle East and Europe.  

Her big love was chamber music and she is grateful for having been a founding 
member of  the Apple Hill Chamber Players and for many years resident violist at the 
Apple Hill Center for Chamber Music, one of  the most beautiful place on this earth, 
in Nelson New Hampshire.  For 25 years she lived, performed and taught at Apple 
Hill. In the summer Apple Hill was a chamber music school, welcoming music 
students of  all ages from around the globe, and during the school year it was home 
base for concert tours – the group performed locally, regionally, nationally, and 
internationally. Beginning in 1989 the Chamber Players toured the Middle East 
annually, performing, teaching and awarding scholarships to Jewish and Arab music 
students to study at Apple Hill. In 1991 a PBS documentary called “Playing for Peace” 
was made about one of  these tours. 

In the fall of  2000 Betty was delighted to meet Carl and Marilyn Banner and 
subsequently participated in many Washington Musica Viva concerts for a decade or 
so.  This all came to an abrupt end six years ago when Betty set down her viola, 
vowing never to play again – because of  a debilitating hearing loss. However, several 
dramatic turning points, including a near-death experience of  a close family member, 
led her step-by-step back into once again communicating with people through music. 
She will be telling the story of  her journey as a musician with hearing loss, punctuated 
by short musical selections on both violin and viola - fiddle tunes, Broadway show 
tunes, standards, Brahms, and Bach – and is delighted to once again be performing 
with her friend Carl Banner in his studio, surrounded by Marilyn Banner’s inspiring art 
works.


